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Praxis Spinal Cord Institute is proud to launch our fourth Praxis SCI Accelerate Program, a 6-month virtual acceleration program for health 
start-up companies with solutions that address care- and cure-related treatments and overall quality of life of individuals with SCI.

Accelerating Innovation
 Praxis SCI Accelerate Program

We Provide

Validation of products and concepts by 
Persons with Lived Experiences (PLEX) of 
SCI and clinicians with experience in SCI.

PLEX Validation

Access to Praxis research team and our 
global network of SCI researcher clinicians 
and Key opinion leaders.

Research Validation

Up to $30K CAD in targeted support with 
key objectives and deliverables set during 
the program, pending Praxis receiving 
funding for these purposes.

Non-Dilutive Funding

1:1 tailored mentorship with world-leading 
experts in SCI research, MedTech regulatory, 
reimbursement and commercialization 
experts.

Tailored Mentorship

Our Impact

Startup Supported

40
Products in Market

15

Non-Dilutive Funding

$36M+
Investment Funding Catalyzed 

$263M+

Founders Mentored

90
Hours of 1:1 Mentorships

3000+

Click to book an Exploratory Call!

For more program details please visit: 
Praxis Innovation Accelerate Program 
Watch How Praxis Accelerates SCI Innovations

Contact us at: wli@praxisinstitute.org

https://outlook.office.com/owa/calendar/PraxisInnovationBookings@praxisinstitute.org/bookings/s/7fa3kjrT50GLhWEH2Emi4g2
https://praxisinstitute.org/innovation/praxis-accelerate-program-2025/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hv1IclWny5Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hv1IclWny5Q
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Our vision: A world without paralysis 
after spinal cord injury.

Praxis is funded by the Government of Canada and the Government of British Columbia.

PRAXIS SPINAL CORD INSTITUTE  6400-818 W 10th Ave, Vancouver, BC 
CRA 81975 5299 RR0001

Data source: 2020 RHSCIR network report (published 2022) that details the clinical and demographic data of 
spinal cord injury in Canada.

“

A spinal cord injury (SCI) occurs when the spinal cord is injured, which sets in 
motion a chain of events, that leads to irreversible damage. A spinal cord injury 
occurs through a traumatic accident—a fall, car accident, sporting injury—or non-
traumatically, primarily resulting from degenerative disorders and spinal tumors.

The damaged spinal cord decreases the brain’s ability to communicate important 
messages to and from other parts of one’s body, depending on the severity of the 
injury and area of the spine affected. An SCI causes a neurological impairment of the 
body’s motor, sensory and autonomic nerve functions that leads to ongoing health 
conditions as the injury slows the functioning of the body’s internal organs.

My injury occurred while I 
was cycling with friends. In a 
split second, I lost control and 
found myself in a hospital bed 
days later, unable to move or 
breathe on my own. 

The experience was both 
confusing and terrifying, 
and I knew that my life had 
changed forever.

▶ Individual who fractured their C1, C2 and 
C3 vertebrae resulting in a high-level 
SCI with no motor ability below their 
shoulders

What is Spinal Cord Injury?

Secondary Complications

86,000
Canadians currently live 

with SCI

4,500
Canadians sustain an 

SCI every year

250,000
New spinal cord injuries 

globally each year

With no known cure, a spinal cord injury is a lifelong medical condition. An SCI is 
more than just sensory and mobility paralysis, it also affects every physiological 
system in the body. On average, a person with an SCI experiences 15 secondary health 
complications at any given time, which range from mild daily occurrences to severe 
life-threatening conditions, which are the leading causes of death for individuals with a 
spinal cord injury.

Many of the secondary complications of SCI are shared with other chronic health 
conditions, such as MS, ALS, stroke and diabetes. Despite being costly to manage and 
an ongoing concern to millions of Canadians, most secondary complications of SCI 
have out-dated and, in many cases, ineffective solutions that greatly limit the quality of 
life for many Canadians.




